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“The rule forbidding a contract relating to compensation between the Agent and one of the
parties to a sale... And the other party to a Transaction does not apply where the agent is
not vested with any Discretion, but is employed as a mere middleman to bring the parties
Together. Such a person's duties to the seller are performed by Bringing the purchaser to
him and there is no reason why he would not Be permitted a fee from the purchaser for the
benefit he has received By being informed of the fact that he would be able to make the
Purchase...”
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“A broker is simply a middleman, within the meaning of this exception, When he has no
duty to perform but to bring the parties together Leaving them to negotiate and come to an
agreement themselves without Any aid from him. If he takes, or contracts to take, any part
in the Negotiations, however, he cannot be regarded as a mere middleman, no Matter how
slight a part it may be."
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“To be a mere middleman the agent must not be invested with the least Discretion, and the
first employer must have no right to rely on Obtaining the benefit of his judgment...”
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“Ifabroker effects an introduction and is willing to go on with the Usual business negotiation,
it hardly lies in the mouth of an owner Who takes it out of his hands to say that he has made
no further Contribution.”
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“I think on the facts of the case it was the introduction which Was the effective cause of the
sale, bringing together the two parties Who wanted a particular ship of that sort at that price,
and that Mr Allan's efforts were therefore the effective cause of the sale.”
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